10/31/2018

IMPORTANT DATES
November 1, 2018/Parent Teacher Conferences/4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
November 1, 2018/Parent Training Meeting/5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
November 6, 2018/Parent Teacher Conferences/4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
November 7, 2018/Early Dismissal/1:45 p.m.
November 8, 2018/Hearing Screenings for Prek-2
November 9, 2018/Coffee and Donuts for Veterans/10:00 a.m. with program to follow at 10:30 a.m.
November 21, 2018/Early Dismissal/2:30 p.m.
November 22-23, 2018/No School/Thanksgiving Break
WHAT DOES PBIS STAND FOR AT CWL ELEMENTARY
You may have noticed your child has come home and talked to you about PBIS, but do you
know what PBIS even stands for? PBIS stands for “Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports” .
So what is it that students and teachers gain by being a PBIS school? Students develop and learn
social, emotional and behavioral competence to support in their academics here at school, and
teachers develop positive, predictable, and safe environments that promote stronger relationships
with their students through their teaching, modeling and encouragement.
At the beginning of the school year posters were put up throughout our school building. The
posters explain the expectations for the restrooms, hallways, lunchroom, classrooms, recess etc.
CWL Elementary has four expectations to be READY, RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE AND PROUD.
Below is a picture of just one of the many posters we have hanging around the school to remind us of
those positive behaviors we are trying to develop and learn here at the elementary school.

Each classroom teacher, bus drivers, cooks, secretaries, custodian ect. has a pad of points. When
they see a student who is displaying positive behaviors they can be given a PBIS PowerPoint which is
worth $1.00 and can be used at the PBIS Store the day following our monthly bucket assembly. If
they do not want to spend it they can save them up and put them together as a class for some bigger
reward to spend them on.

HOMECOMING THANK YOU
Homecoming was held in Algona on September 21st for the Bulldogs and we celebrated here
at the elementary by having dress-up days during the week. On Friday the Algona Football Players,
Drumline and Cheerleaders visited the school and held a Pep Rally for us. We would like to Thank
Algona for coming over and including us in your Homecoming Festivities! GOOO DAWGS!
SEPTEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Each month of the school year the staff will be selecting a “Student of the Month” for
Grades PreK-K combined, 1st and 2nd grade combined, 3rd grade, and 4th and 5th grade combined.
To be eligible to be chosen for student of the month a CWL Elementary Staff Member must have
nominated the student. Every month the staff meets and looks over all the students who have been
nominated for that month and they chose together who they think is the most deserving of this
special recognition. This award is designed to nominate and select students who promote and take
pride in the CWL Elementary and who follow rules and have displayed good character traits and make
the CWL Elementary a better place.
Congratulations to our September “Students of the Month” who are from left to right: John
Collins, Leah Lentsch, Daisy Mitchell and Maria Aguilar.

NATIONAL CUSTODIAL WORKERS DAY
On October 2, we celebrated “National Custodial Workers Day” and the students and staff
thanked our Custodian in the CWL Elementary, Greg Thompson. Greg started working for the
Lu Verne Community School on May 4, 1992 so this marks Greg’s 26th year with the District. Greg
also drives the Preschool Bus Route and fills in on Bus Routes when someone is unable to drive. Greg
is married and has four grown children and three grandchildren. If Greg is not working at the school
you can usually find him at home with his family or in the cattle lot.
Greg wanted to say Thank you to all the students and staff for the goodies and the posters
and thank you’s and we at the CWL Elementary want to say Thank you for being our school custodian!

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
Fire Prevention Week was celebrated October 7th - 13th here at the CWL Elementary.
This year’s theme was “Look, Listen, Learn, Be Aware, Fire Can Happen Anywhere.” The Lu Verne
Fire Department once again provided our students with bags of goodies and information on what we
need to know is case of a fire. We will be holding a Fire Drill and the Lu Verne Fire Truck will be
making a stop here at the school in the near future to show us the fire truck and let us climb in and
see all the equipment inside and outside the truck.
The CWL Elementary would like to say THANK YOU to the Lu Verne Fire Department and to all the
Fireman in our small communities who volunteer their time to keep our people and communities safe!

NATIONAL SCHOOL HOT LUNCH WEEK
National School Hot Lunch Week was held on October 15th - October 19th with the theme
this year, “School Lunch, Lots 2 Love.” A lot goes into the hot lunch programs in schools these days.
While our school cooks Sandy Coyle and Tammy Vorland do cook delicious lunches for us everyday,
there is a lot more that goes into meal preparation than just the cooking of the food. School cooks
have to meet nutritional guidelines that are set forth by the USDA and have to follow lots of rules.
When Sandy and Tammy are not here cooking you will find them spending time with their families
and those precious grandchildren.
Thank you Sandy and Tammy for all the work you put in to making our meals the best in the
state. We are very blessed to have you!!!!

RED RIBBON WEEK
Red Ribbon Week was held at the CWL Elementary on October 22nd through the 26th. Red
Ribbon Week is an opportunity to continue talking to our students about the dangers of drugs and
alcohol and the importance of making healthy choices. The Lu Verne Elementary students and staff
celebrated by having dress up days during the week . We “traveled” to many different places to go
with this years theme, “Life is Your Journey, Travel Drug Free.” We traveled to the beach states
by dressing in tropical clothing, the southern states by dressing up like cowboys and girls. We also
traveled to Alaska, the midwest and dressed in camouflage and as farmers. Friday was our TRAVEL
day and we dressed up like Biker’s. Watch next month’s newsletter for some more exciting news
about what happened during “Red Ribbon Week”.

“Life is Your Journey, Travel Drug Free”

NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK
National School Bus Safety Week is always celebrated the third full week in October, so this
year it was celebrated on October 22nd - 26th. This year’s theme was “My Driver, My Safety
Hero”. The CWL Elementary has four HEROS who make sure our students get to school safe
everyday. Thank you to our drivers Dave Poage who has been driving bus for us for 11 years, Linda
Merkle who has been driving bus for us for 33 years, Dan Danielson who has been driving for us for
3 years and Greg Thompson who has driven many bus routes as a sub for 26 years and has driven the
preschool route for 9 years.
Here are a few safety tips to remember if you ride a bus.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Get up early enough so you do not have to rush to the bus stop.
Walk to the bus stop with a friend or a trusted adult.
Wait patiently for the bus, a safe distance from the road.
Keep out of the DANGER ZONE, which is 10 feet all around the bus.
Stay in your seat.
Don’t put anything out the window.
Keep your school bag and other belongings out of the aisle.
Respect the driver and other bus riders.
Wait your turn to get on and off the bus.
If you have to cross the street after you get off the bus, cross only in front of the bus.

PARENT TRAINING MEETING
All parents/guardians are encouraged to attend a parent training on November 1st during
Parent/Teacher Conferences. The meeting will be held in the Title I classroom from 5:30-6:00. Our
school counselor, Mrs. Fannon, will be leading the session and the focus will be: Keeping Kids
Healthy - Physically, Socially, and Emotionally. The presentation will include information and tips for
parents about children's social and emotional needs. There will also be information about resources
available to help families meet these various needs. Please join us to learn more about keeping your
child/children healthy and safe!
EL EDUCATION - IMPLEMENTATION IN THE CWL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
This year most of my articles will be dealing with our new literacy curriculum. This month, I
will address the structure of the curriculum. The program consists of 4 modules, that each cover
8-9 weeks (which aligns with our quarters for grading). Since this is our first year of
implementation, we might not get through all 4 modules (most districts are taking up to 12 weeks to
get through Module 1, but the other modules will go quicker). We are prepared for this and will have
a plan in place for how we will backfill those missing standards at the beginning of the 2019-2020
school year. This program has been a huge adjustment for the staff because of the increase in the
complexity of instruction. It also has been a major undertaking for our students because they are
required to show a greater depth of knowledge of the skills needed to meet our literacy standards.
Not only does this curriculum cover English Language Arts standards, but it also incorporates
social-emotional standards and some social studies and science standards. The instruction focuses
on both fiction and nonfiction texts, and the students will learn how to research and report out on
various topics.
What you might not know, is that literacy not only includes reading and writing but also
incorporates speaking and listening standards. In order for students to build knowledge in a
discipline, they must read, write, think, and speak about the content they are learning. Our students
must develop the habits of academic discussion as well as the vocabulary and language necessary to
participate in those academic conversations. Our modules focus on all parts of the literacy process.
EL Education’s Grades K-2 comprehensive literacy curriculum is 3 hours per day of
content-based literacy. It is broken down into three sections that are each 60 minutes long of daily
instruction (for a total of 3 hours). The module lessons include reading comprehension, writing,
speaking, and listening standards for each grade level. The Foundational Skills Block (we call it Skills
Block) gives teachers the time to teach and assess all reading and language standards associated
with spelling, phonics, and letter formation. The module lessons and skills block work together to
help students develop literacy skills as they build knowledge about the world.
The final portion of the three hour literacy block for grades K-3 is one of the most exciting
pieces of the curriculum for our students. This Labs time is designed to build on students’ oral
language, content knowledge and habits of character through inquiry and hands-on exploration.
During this hour, the students reinforce their understanding of the module content and literacy
skills through five different Labs: Create, Engineer, Explore, Imagine, and Research. The Labs take
place across four stages: Launch, Practice, Extend, and Choice and Challenges. These stages
support increasing student independence and complexity in the Labs’ tasks.

EL Education’s Grades 3-5 comprehensive literacy curriculum is 2 hours per day of
content-based literacy instruction. At these levels the program is broken down into two parts that
are each 60 minutes long. The first part of the content is the module lessons. These lessons allow
teachers to explicitly teach and formally assess all of the standards in English Language Arts. The
second part of the program is the implementation of the Additional Language and Literacy (ALL)
Block, which provides additional practice and differentiated support for all students. Together, the
modules and ALL Block work to help students develop literacy skills as they build knowledge about
the world.
The ALL Block addresses five areas: independent reading; additional work with complex text;
reading and speaking fluency/grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing practice; and word
study/vocabulary.
In next month’s newsletter I will be describing what the main focus of each module is for all
the grade levels. If you have any specific literacy questions please contact your child’s teacher, or
for more information on the EL program, please visit: https://eleducation.org/
Thank you,
Mr. Hueser
STUDENT REPORT CARDS
Because of the new implementation of our EL Curriculum we will not be reporting out on our
student literacy standards until later this fall. During conferences the students (along with the
teachers) will be talking to you about the new curriculum and the students will be showing you their
accomplishments so far this year in the classroom. Whenever you implement a new program and one
as massive as this we have to backfill gaps the students may have (because they didn’t have the
curriculum the previous years) and spend considerable amount of time teaching all of the students
the required protocols and procedures this new curriculum requires. I will tell you I am seeing
amazing things out of our students this year and we can’t wait for them to show off what they have
learned so far this year.
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SIAC)
We are looking for members of our public that would like to join our School Improvement
Advisory Committee (SIAC). Its purpose is to provide input to the board on major educational
needs, student learning goals, improvement goals and to help monitor progress towards these goals.
You do not have to have a child in school to be on the committee. This committee will meet at least
annually (in the spring we review data and set our goal recommendations for the next school year). If
you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact the office at 515-882-3357 and we
will put you on the list. Thank you!

MARINE CORP BAND FIELD TRIP
On October 19, 2018, Mrs. Enockson took over five students to see the United States Marine
Corp Band which was performing at NIACC that evening. Mrs. Enockson and John Ludwig, John
Collins, Breanna Abendroth, Chloe Fox and Amelia Badker enjoyed this special musical event.

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM
The CWL Elementary will be holding a Veteran’s Day Program on November 9th starting at
10:30 a.m. Veteran’s and their spouses are invited to come at 10:00 a.m. for coffee and
refreshments before the program.
SNOW REMOVAL BIDS
Lu Verne CSD is seeking bids for snow removal for the 2018-19 school year.
Snow removal will include the following areas:
1.
Parking (west side and north side)
2.
Blacktop basketball court
3.
Path to the propane tanks
4.
Kickball area (across the street to the south)
5.
Other areas as deemed necessary
Bids should be based on an hourly rate and are due in the Supt office by November 9, 2018.
If you have any questions please stop at the school or call 515-882-3357.
Please return sealed bids to:
Mr. Jon Hueser, Supt
Lu Verne CSD
405 Hanna Ave
Lu Verne, IA 50560
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